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Being the Day appointed for a GENERAL FAST 
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and CKAPLAIN in Ordinary to | 


His Rovar HIOGHNESS THE PRINCE OF WALES. 


L O N D O Ne 
PRINTED FOR T. CADELL, IN THE STRAND. 


47 1793. . 


General Committee at t the Aſylum, 


April 255 1793 · 


RESOLVED nase the 
Thanks of this Committee be given to 
the Rev. Mr. Hopsox, the Chaplain, for 
his moſt excellent Sermon, preached in 

the Chapel of this Charity, on Friday 
laſt, being the Day appointed for a Ge- 
neral Faſt; and that he be requeſted to 
print and publiſh the ſame. | 


(Signed) | WILLIAM ARNOLD, 
| CHAIRMAN. 


TO 


HIS GRACE 
The Duke of Newcaſlle. 
PRESIDENT OF THE ASYLUM, &c. &c. &c. | 


My Lord Dux, 


Q WISH having been intimated by 


fome of my hearers (which coming 


in the form of a requeſt from the General 


Committee, I hardly think myſelf. at 


liberty to refuſe) that they might have 
an opportunity of peruſing the following 
Diſcourſe, I could be at no loſs to whom 
I ſhould inſcribe it, when I conſider your 
Grace as Preſident of a Charity, for 


whole ſervice my labours are devoted. 


Perhaps the kind approbation which this 


Diſcourſe received. from your Grace at 


the time of its delivery, makes me ſtill 
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[ viii ] 
more deſirous of ſending it into the 
world under ſuch reſpectable Patronage. 
I truſt that on a cool peruſal, no part of 
the principles which I have declared 
will be miſtaken, either by your Grace 
or by the world. The ſacred name of 
LiszxTY has been of late fo wickedly 
profaned, fo grofily proſtituted to the 
purpoſes of vileſt licentiouſneſs, that a 
friend to good order and neceſſary go- 
vernment uſes it with diflidence, leſt his 
views ſhould be miſinterpreted. I have 
no doubt, however, of being juſtified in 
the ſcope of the following Diſcourſe, and 
of being conſidered by men of all deſcrip- 
tions, who may think it worth their 
peruſal, as the character which I ſin- 
cerely profeſs, VIZ. a zealous friend of 
freedom to the utmoſt extent that is practi- 
cable in the preſent fate of human nature; 
and 


i + 
and a moft determined enemy to anarchy, to 
Profiigacy, and irreligion. 
I have the honour, my Lord Duke, to 
be with great reſpect, | 
Your Grace's 
| Moſt obliged 


And moſt obedient Servant, 


AsvLUM, | SEPTIMUS HODSON, 
April 25, 1793. „ 
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5 ADVERTISEMENT. . 


J"HIS Diſcourſe being publiſhed, at 


the unanimous requeſt of the Ge- 


neral Committee of the Guardians of the 


Aſylum, I beg them to accept my thanks 


for this inſtance, amongſt very many 


others, of their flattering approbation of 
my labours. Happy indeed are thoſe la- 
bours which are effectually exerted for 
the relief of diſtreſs the moſt pitiable and 
diverſified; and are ſupported by the 


moſt upright, conſcientious, and impar- 


tial adminiſtration of the public benevo- 


lence ! It becomes me to compenſate for 
the defects, or the demerits, which may 
be found on a ferious peruſal of this Diſ- 
_ courſe in the cloſer, by dedicating the 
profits of its ſale to the general purpoſes 
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i ] 
of the Aſylum. Intent upon promoting 
1 the intereſts of that glorious Charity, by 
a every mite which Jam able to throw 

into its treaſury, my friends will excuſe 
me if I do not interfere with the ſale by 


diſtributing preſentation- copies. 


2ECHARIAH, ix. 10. 
„ . 

AND I WILL CUT OFF THE CHARIOT FROM 

EPHRAIM, AND THE HORSE FROM JERU- 


" SALEM, AND THE BATTLE-BOW SHALL, 


BE CUT. OFF: AND HE SHALL SPEAK. 


- PEACE UNTO THE HEATHEN, © 


THE prophecy; of which my text is a 
part, relates to the kingdom of Chriſt 


on earth. The prophecies reſpecting the 
Meſſiah, not only deſcribe the mildneſs of his 


ſpiritual Kingdom, bur ſeem very frequently | 
to allude to ſome future period of the Chrif. 


tian church on earth, when wars ſhall ceaſe, 


and crimes ſhall be aboliſhed ; when righte- : 


ouſneſs and peace ſhall prevail amongſt all 


B 3 nations; 
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E 
nations; ; when, after © the Grant angel ſhall 
Sa have ſounded, the kingdoms of this world 
e ſhall become the kingdoms of our Lord, 


7 0 and of his Chriſt ; and he ſhall _ for 
ever and ever.” Rev. xi. 1 5. 


It is the opinion of ſome, that the dreadful 
convulſions which at this moment agitate by 


far the greater part of the Chriſtian world, 


are preparatory to thoſe days to which the 

prophecies ſo evidently point. Whether their 
_ expectation be well founded or not, the pre- 
| ſent criſis is moſt aſſuredly awful; and a refer- 
ence to the prophecies concerning Chriſt's 
kingdom will ſecure them at leaſt from the 
cenſure of ſuperſtition. 


I ſhall not, however, purſue the ſubject in 
this view of it, which would only lead us into 


a ſield of conjecture; but ſhall rather examine 


with what propriety we implore the bleſſing 
of God on a ſtate of warfare, when the king- 


dom 


Es} 
dom of his Son is declared t to be a kingdom 
of peace. | 


At the commencement, however; of this 
enquity, I muſt defire you to bear in mind, 


that the light in which I conſider the ſubject 
is in no degree political, but entirely religious. 

We are engaged in a ſolemn act of devotion, 

becauſe we are at war: but if our cauſe be 


not juſt, if 1 it be not religiouſſy right, it is a 
mockery and preſumption to inſtitute a reli- 


gious exerciſe for the ſucceſs of our arms; and 


the event we-are to expect is, that God will 
| fight againſt us. Be it underſtood then, that 
throughout this diſcourſe I am ſpeaking in 
the character of a miniſter of the goſpel, when 
1 ſhew on what grounds we preſume to beg a 
bleſſing of God on that cauſe in which we 


are now engaged. 


The origin of war is to be ſought for in the 


evil which has unhappily been introduced 
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into the world : © From whence come wars 


and fightings amongſt you?“ (faith St. 


James) come they not hence, even of your 
e luſts which war in your members?“ 


(James, iv. 1.) It is contrary to the pure law 


of nature, which, as far as we can trace it, 
is a principle of peace, becauſe the all-wiſe 
and beneficent Creator inſtituted it for the 


happineſs and ſecurity of mankind. Never- 


theleſs, as violence and injuſtice have been in- 
troduced into the world, the law of nature 


muſt in particular caſes admit of war amongſt 
nations, upon the ſame. principles as ſelf- 
defence juſtifies violence. amongſt individuals. 


But the only object of war in this view of it. 


is for the reſtoration, and to ſecure the per- 
manency of peace and good order. The 


general caſes of juſtifiable war, which are enu- 


| merated by the writers on moral philoſophy, , 


are, —The defence of the perſons and pro- 


perties of thoſe who are aſſociated in one 


common weal :— The preſervation. of legiti- 


mate 


E * 
mate rights: — The recovery of damages 
ſuſtained by the i injuries of others; and, per- 


haps, where experience proves the inveterate 


malignancy of enemies, to put it out of their 


power to repeat their injuries. The law of 
nature, however, makes exceptions to theſe 


general rules of juſtifiable war (e. g.) when 
ſtill greater injuries will be the probable con- 
ſequence of reſentment. It requires us alſo 
to take into conſideration how many innocent 


| parties may be involved in the conteſt, and 
what deſolation and injury may be ſpread | 
amongſt thoſe who never injured us. It ad- 
mits of no juſt grcunds for the violence of 


war, unleſs every means of overture, negocia- 


tion, and arbitration, have been attempted in 


vain ; for it is one of the diſtinctions in na- 


ture that force in the firſt inſtance i 1s the reſort 
k the brute creation; in man it is the laſt 
extremity, whoſe nature firſt teaches him to 


employ his reafoning and colloquial faculties, 


The law of nature admits of no wars on ac- 


COUNT 


| fm 


P 
9 1 

+ 2 

wo COT 2 EPO — . — ö „„ „66 1 * — —— wma, 8 by 

— 
— 5 = 44 WR y 8 2 = =» 

4 — — * „ „ — I. + rpms 5 

- 


cdunt of avarice, or the more ſplendid pre- 


- tence, ambition. It admits not of war fot 
the purpoſes of aggrandizement, or extending 
dominion. The dazzling idea of the glory 
of an individual or the glory of a community, 
is of all pretences the moſt frivolous and atro- 
cious. The glory of arms is the moſt de- 
teſtable idea that ever entered the human 
5 boſom ; it is a vicious pride at the expence 


of the happineſs of millions; and leſs juſtifi- 


able than the exultation of infernal ſpirits over 


the miſeries of mankind. In ſhort; by the 
law of nature there is no ground on which 


war can be juſtified, but neceſſity. 


Nevertheleſs, the hiſtory of every country, 
ancient and modern, is ſtained with the de- 


tail of blood ſhed upon pretences altogether 


different from thoſe which I have now ſtated: 


T he wit of man has been employed to invent 


plauſible reaſons to delude the multitude, 


\ 


whoſe treaſure was to be exhauſted, and whoſe 
| | lives 


{uw} 


lives were to be ſacrificed; when, in fa&; 


avarice, ambition, or private defigns againſt 
public freedom, have been the only” real 
cauſes of erecting the bloody banner. On 
theſe occaſions too, in every country a parade 
has been inſtituted of religious ſolemnity; and 

impious invocations have been made to the 
| Deity to ſanctify hoſtilities waged againſt rea- 
ſon and nature. This unhappy ſtate of war- 


fare, which at no one time has been totally | 
baniſhed from civilized and Chriſtian nations, - 
forms one of the moſt melancholy proofs, that 
the ſpirit of our bleſſed Religion has nor yet 
produced its full effect . the hearts of 


mankind. 


The prophecies which relate to tlie coming 
of the Meſſiah, as 1 obſerved at the outſet, 
certainly give us a very expreſs hope that a 
time will come, when, under his mild and 
peaceable dominion, ** Nation ſhall not lift 
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1 
t« up ſword againſt nation, neither ſhall they 
te learn war any more.” (Ifaiah, ii. 4.) The 
entrance of the Meſſiah into the world was 
announced by the tidings of peace and good- 
will amongſt men; the moral precepts of the 
Divine Preacher enjoin us to paſs by inſults, . 
that we may avoid contention; and in that 
prayer which he has left us as the moſt perfect 
model of acceptable ſupplication to the Deity; 
he makes by our own petition, the forgiveneſs 
of injuries from others the foundation of 
mercy to ourſelves. How happens it then, 
that in ſo many ages in which Chriftianity has 
been promulgated, that in ſo many nations in 
which it has been received as the national 


faith, even the profeſſed diſciples of this reli- 5 


gion of peace have not yet beat their ſwords 
«* into ploughſhares; and their ſpears into 
« pruning-hooks ?” (Ifaiah, ii. 4.) Alas! it 
is this very circumſtance which forms the moſt 
atrocious national crime, and invokes the moſt 
awful national judgments; becauſe it proves 
| 55 that 


gn 


that the people have not yet « learned righte⸗ 


S 


* ouſneſs,” that they do not feel the power 


of that religion, which for ſome purpoſe or 
other they have thought pro per to profeſs. 


Bleſſed be God, chere has been found in 


all times a remnant of individuals who have | 
_ glorified their Saviour, and illuſtrated the 


beauty of the evangelical diſpenſation ! But I 


believe that this has been at no time a national 


character. The politics of every nation, 
whether the government has been free or abſo- 
lute, have always been formed upon princi- 


ples in no wiſe connected with religion, and 


in many caſes directly oppoſed to it. Intereſt 
is the pervading principle of politics ; and 
good faith 1s preſerved or broken as this prin- 


ciple points. 


But, my brethren, it is an immutable truth, 


that at the bar of future judgment no reaſons 
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of ſtate will be dont of ſufficient weight to 
ſupercede the obligation of one precept of the 
goſpel. Chriſtianity, if it is to produce the 
grand effects which the inſpired page teaches 
us to expect from it, muſt be as lacredly bind- 
ing in all the councils of a government, as on 
the private conduct of the individuals who 
compoſe it. If this be not the caſe, it mat- 
ters not what nominal religion any nation or 
government may aſſume; but aſſuredly that 
| nation 15 not Chriſtian ; ; it is compoſed of ene- 
mies to God, of oppoſers of the evangelical | 
deſign ; and whatever may be its preſent glory, 
it is {till obnoxious to the denunciation againſt 
Capernaum: And thou, Capernaum, which 
#5 art exalted unto heaven, ſhall be brought 
45 down t to hell,” {Maſk xi. 23.) 


b will be obvious to you that theſe ſenti- 
ments, which on a day of public humiliation | 
it is my eſpecial duty to avow, do not tend to 

prove 


tw? 


prove every cauſe of war unjuſtifiable under 


the Chriſtian diſpenſation. The trueſt diſci- 
ples of Chriſtianity cannot act up to the love- 
lieſt purity of its gentle precepts, unleſs all 
men were ſo truly pious that all were govern» 
ed by them. While amongſt individuals 


there are crimes, we deplore the neceſſity 


of puniſhment; while there is injuſtice there 


muſt alſo be law-ſuits; and while there 1s 
violence there muſt be ſelf- defence. So 
| amongſt nations, while there ariſes aggreſſion 


from one, the means of defence muſt be em- 


ployed by another, It is impoſſible,” ſaid 
our Lord himſelf, „but that offences will 
* come: but woe unto him through whom 


they come.” (Lube xvii. 1.) The cauſes 


therefore of juſtifiable war which I have de- 
ſcribed to exiſt under the law of nature, muſt 


alſo in the preſent ſtate of things be allowed 


to exiſt under the law of the gol; pel ; always | 
Suppokng' the utmoſt forbearance and the 
utmoſt” 
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I 1 | 
utmoſt caution to avoid the conteſt which is 
conſiſtent with the general ſafety. It therefore 
becomes 2 religious duty, on a day when we 
aſſemble to avert by humiliation the divine 
wrath againſt our numerous offences, and to 

implore the divine bleſſing upon our arms, | 
that we aſcertain the juſtice of that cauſe | 
in which we are engaged. 


we are HY to the W thanks be 
to God that the national conſcience is in this 
caſe unpolluted. Here are none of the in: 
tricacies of politics or the artifices of princes, 
to puzzle and deceive us but every cauſe 
which leads us to the battle ſtands clear to 
the common ſenſe and reaſon of mankind. 
The ſame neceſſity which juſtifies an indi- 
vidual in turning the ſword of an aſſaſſin 
upon himſelf, juſtifies that force Which re- 
pels the murders of theſe national aſſaſſins. 
We are not now fighting for doubtful rights, 
or 


2 


3 [ 25 ] | 
of to fedreſs imaginary wrongs; it is not how 
the honour of a fray which is to be aſſerted, 
or the dignity of a crown which is to be de- 


fended; but we are truly fighting for the 


general cauſe of our country, and the tran- 


quillity of every individual i in it. We are 
contending for our altars and our families, 
for every religious and every civil bleſſing 
which we at preſent enjoy. The queſtion 
literally is, Whether what we now poſſeſs ſhall 
be our own? for our enemies, who have ſo 


boldly defied the whole world, have taken an 


exception to all private property, and have 
made the poſſeſſion of it a public crime worthy 
of death ! a phenomenon in modern times, a 


civilized nation making war for plunder! 
* hey have releaſed as from the piiy which a 


benevolent mind feels for the calamities even 


of an enemy, becauſe they have thrown aſide 


the very nature and attributes of men in a 


ſtate of cultivated ſociety. They have adopted | 


the ferocity of ſavages, and the gluttomous 
C - crpelty 
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cruelty of cannibals. Neither he a dee 
of ſex, the innocence of inſancy, or the ſilvered | 
locks of age, have been able to ſooth the 


paroxyſms of their fury. Inſenſible of; that: 


generous ſpirit of a brave man, which melts d 
into compaſſion _ a fallen enemy, the ſight, 
of blood has only inflamed. their thirſt, and 
aggravated their rage. Not ſatisfied with 
the ſimple deſtruction of thoſe whom they 
ſuſpected, their maſſacres have been attended 
with ferocious cruelties, the moſt monſtrous 5 
and abominable. They have glutted them- 
ſelves with carnage; they have ſatiated them- 
ſelves with mangled bodies. They have 
alſo ſpared us the remorſe of conflicting 
with fellow Chriſtians, brethren “ of the houſe- 
« hold of faith;” for hat name they have 
rejected, and 7544 faith they have diſowned. . 
In every point of view we repel them as 
the enemies of the human race. They have. 
| perſecuted the Chriſtian religion with the 
hatred of the Jews of old; by the fright- 
| ; ful 
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ful enormities of their example they have re- 


tarded the ſacred cauſe. of rational liberty 


amongſt nations, which do in reality groan 
under the yoke of deſpotiſm; they have caſt 


a ſtigma upon the very name of liberty, more 
odious than ever branded tyranny under the 
adminiſtration of a Tiberius, a Caligula, or 


a a Nero! At the ſame time, be it remembered 


that their crimes, as far as they affect them- 
ſelves only, form no juſtifiable cauſe of 
war on our part; becauſe I know of no right 
which any nation has to take the judgment 
of Heaven into its own hands. 1 mention 
theſe circumſtances of their internal wicked- 
neſs, merely as ſoftening that regret which a 
Chriſtian diſpoſition feels at taking up arms 


even under the juſteſt provocation. 


It appears then that we haye inſtituted 
this ſolemn exerciſe for ſucceſs upon our 
arms with a clearer reliance upon the juſtice 


of our caule, than has frequently been the 


Ca > caſe 
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caſe upon Grailar occaſions Thus ſupported, 


we put up our petition with humble confi- 
dence, and ſay with Solomon, at the dedica- 
tion of the temple, If thy people go out to 
« battle againſt their enemy, and ſhall pray 
e unto the Lord, then hear thou in heaven 
their prayer and their ſupplication, and 
* maintain their + cauſe.” 1 Kings, viii. 


44, 45 · 


But while we thus happily for ourſelves 
contemplate the caſe as it ſtands between 
us and our enemies, it becomes us to beware 
leſt our own national offences ſhould inter- 
cept the ſucceſs which otherwiſe we may ſo⸗ 
reaſonably expect. A ſtate of war, be the 
cauſe what it may, muſt ever be a ſtate of | 
calamity. When once the ſword is drawn, 
however proſperous the beginning may be, 
it is not in human fagacity to foreſee the 
end. The lot is caſt into the lap, but 
* the whole diſpoling thereof 1s- of the 
« Lord.” 


{ * 1 
% Lord.” (Proverbs, xvi. 33.) On this c oe- 
caſion then, when the prieſts, the miniſters of 
the Lord, are commanded to ſay, © Spare 
thy people, O Lord, and give not thine 
e heritage to reproach,” (Joel, ii. 17.) it 
becomes our indiſpenſable duty to review the 
flate of our own national demerits without 


concealment Or equivocation. | 


J ſcruple not to ſay, chat we have been 
guilty of ingratitude to the providence of 
God, in ſuffering too much of the ſpirit of 
our enemies to be diffuſed amongſt ourſelves, 
rendering us diſſatisfied with thoſe invaluable 
bleſſings of temperate freedom which it hath 
| hitherto pleaſed God to preſerve to the inha- 
bitants of this happy country. The diſtraction 
and the milery which now prevail amongſt the 

enemies to the peace of our Iſrael, afford ſuch 
an example of the conſequences of being de- 
juded by abilities without principle, that I 
Cm 
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believe we have already ſincerely erw 


: of liſtening to the miſrepreſentations of un- 
reaſonable men. Would to God that every 
nation under heaven were as happy in its 
political bleſſings as we are! and let us not 
prove ourſclyes unworthy the enjoyment of 
ſolid freedom, by graſping at more than by 
the experience of all ages has been found 
practicable. While any wickedneſs or any 
infirmity remains amongſt mankind, there 
muſt be reſtraining and ccercive laws ; and 
no regulation can be framed of general ex- 
pediency, which will not be ſevere in particular 


inſtances. 


There is another national offence which 
we are guilty of towards the Majeſty of Hea- 
ven, which I more deeply deplore, and more 
ſincerely dread the conſequences of, os Be 
diftuſion of any falſe political principles; I | 
mean he decay of religion amongſt us While 


We 


. „ — 
| we are afſembled to avert the wrath of God by 
the ſorrowful confeſſion of our fins, we muſt 


not conceal' (and 1 hope we own it with 


contrition) that the religion of his blefſed Son, 
by which alone , mankind 1s to be ſaved, 


is rapidly declining amongſt all deſcriptions 


'of perſons ; amongſt the luxuries and the 


diſſipation which have been introduced by the 


extention of commerce, and the conſequent _ 


inundation of wealth, the awful truths of 


Chriſtianity are no longer attended to. In 


che exultation of national proſperity we forget 


the humility of our fallen ſtate by nature, 
and that all our hopes depend upon the 
ſaving merits of our Redeemer. Inſtead of 
that © grace and truth which came by Jeſus 
60 Chriſt,” we have, in defiance of the en 


creaſing corruptions of mankind, erected for 


our guide a religious ſyſtem of our own; a re. 


laxed and detective ſyſtem of morals, as all 
morals muſt be in dependent of Chriſtianity. 
„ While 
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While I thus boldly declare the truth, let me 
not be thought a fanatic, who would depre- 
; ciate the yalue of morals; God knows were I 
an enthuſiaſt, ic ſhould be in the cauſe of 
morality. But to eſtabliſn the glorious mo- 
rality of doing juſtice, of loving mercy, of 
doing as we would be done by, —to make 
| this a conſiſtent uniform ſyſtem applying to 
all occaſions, this duty to our neighbour muſt 
be built upon the only ſolid foundation of 
duty to God. Morality without religion is 
falſe in its principle, and imperfect in its 
application; it is but impulſe and caprice. 
For an example a warning example, I again 
refer you to our enemies, and -bid you con- 
| template their morality now they have diſ- 
carded their religion, Would we then protect 
ourſelves from the judgments which have 
clearly fallen upon that impious and infatuated 
people, let us © FEAR GOD AND HONOUR 
*© THE KING,” (1 Pet, ii. 17.) fx 
Te - I will 
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J will intrude but a very few minutes 
| longer , for I muſt diſcharge my duty accord» 


ing to my own view of it; and I would hope 


without exhauſting your patience, When 
we conſider the deluge of blood which muſt 


be ſhed, the fertile fields which muſt be deſo- 
lated, and the families which muſt be diſ- ; 


membered and ruined, however neceſſary 


may be the cauſe of war; yet this ſcene 


of ſorrow and woe will of itſelf form a 


ſufficient ſubje& far faſting and humilia- 


tion. The groans of the dying, and the 
lamentations of the bereaved, caſt a ſable 
gloom even upon the triumphs of victory; 


and the laurels of the Lraye are bedewed with 


the tears of the wretched. - In the proſecution 


of a war, by which we ſeek for ſtability to our 
national advantages, we deplore the untimely | 
5 graves of the thouſands who fall; we pity 
the ſtill greater numbers who muſt for the 


remainder of their lives eat the bread of ſor- 


row. 


rn 


. 


row under pains and wounds; and we ſym- 
pathize with the heart - achs of thoſe who mourn 
for fathers, brothers, huſbands, and protectors. 
| Gracious: God ! how enormous muſt have 
been the offences of thy creatures, that this 
ſcourge, more exterminating than the rage of | 


elements or the infection of peſtilence, has 


been let looſe to deſolate mankind ! And what 
muſt be the horrid fate of all the authors of 


unjuſt wars, when ſtanding before thy tribunal 


the fatherleſs and the widow ſhall imprecate 
vengeance upon them ; when the affluent re- 
duced to poverty ſhall arraign their rapacity, 
and the millions deſtroyed by the ſword un- 


prepared for death, ſhall lay at their feet the 


bur rden of their unrepented fins ! While theſe 
men glitter in the page of hiſtory under the 


ſplendid characters of politicians, ſtateſmen, 
or warriors, © if there is a God that judgeth 
« the earth” (Pfal. Iviii. 10.) they will appear 


before the hoſt of heaven as the moſt atrocious 
| murderers, : 


1 5 1 
murderers, as the blood. bi deftroyers of 
the n race. | | 


I exhort you therefore, that you may be 
inſtrumental in relieving theſe unavoidable 
miſeries ; to unite alms with your prayers, and 

thus will they aſcend together an acceptable 
| incenſe to the Lord. While our armies Are 
fighting our cauſe to ſecure to our domeſtic 
circle peace and happineſs, it will be our 
duty to return' the debt of gratitude to thoſe 
whom they have left behind, to bewail their 
Joſs under the additional evil of poverty. 
Think how many a brave heart bleeds for 
his wife and for his child, while they are 
folded in their laſt agonizing embrace When 
he falls in battle, it is ſufficient that they never, 
never ſee again the bleſſing of their eyes and 
the ſupport of their lives; but let it be our 
pious duty to ſhield them from famine, to 
| ſhield them from the diſaſters of a world in 
Which they are left friendleſs and unproteated. 


It 
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It is moſt honourable to our country, and 


I pray God that it may bring a happy and 
a ſpeedy event upon our arms! that glorious 
inſtitutions have been ſo early eſtabliſhed for 
this charitable purpoſe ; and I truſt that l am 
not ſpeaking to any heart ſo totally dead to 


E: the beſt feelings which nature has given us, 


as not to contribute ſomething to thoſe whoſe 
huſbands or fathers have ſacrificed their lives 
for our ſecurity, 


It is in this hour of war and bloodſhed. that 
| our own inſtitution & ſtands forward with pe- 
culiar beauty: — While CHARITY weeps over 
the fallen warrior, nor E preſents to her ex- | 
tended arms the bereaved orphan. The 
children of ſoldiers and ſailors were the firſt 
objects in the view of our benevolent founder. £ 
And if you underſtand the feelings of a pa- 
rent, you will know that while the ſoldier is 
* The Aſylum. | 
+ The late Sir John Fielding, 
groaning . 


* 
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groaning out his laſt breath on the field of 


battle, while his parched tongue cleaves to the 


roof of his mouth, without one drop of water 


to allay his burning thirſt, he would almoſt 


forget his pangs, and die bleſſing their bene- 


factors, were he aſſured that his unhappy or- 


phans would be protected in an inftitution 


like ours. 


And now let us proſtrate ourſelves before 


the God of the ſpirits of all fleh;” and 


| while we deeply deplore our offences, and 


promiſe to reform our errors, let us earneſtly 
entreat him in his goodneſs to avert the cala- 
mities of protracted war, and to unite the 


* nations in peace, unity, and concord.” We 


pray for our enemies that it would pleaſe God 
to turn their hearts: We do not invoke curſes 


upon their heads, but we implore pardon for 


their offences: We wiſh them fervent piety 


towards their God, rational liberty among 
themſelves, and happineſs inſtead of that mi- 


fey. 
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ſery e now v pervades their wretched, cours 
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preſſion be looſed throughout the world, and 8 


* * 


try. May the fetters of deſpotiſm ar 


| obedience be required alone to juſt and neceſ- 
ſary government! May the whole earth be the 
Lord's, and all the people righteous, then will 


"Ts 


commence that time of»blefſed expeQation, as 
when the wolf mall dwell with the lambs” | 
« and the leopard ſhall lie down with the 
7 jos kid ; and the calf, and the young lion, and 

„6 © the fatling together, and a little child ſhall 
5 * lead them.” Rs, 41. 0, ) 
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THE END. . 
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